Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.181; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
Related literature
For background to coordination polymers containing bridged imidazole systems, see : Jin & Chen (2007) ; Ma et al. (2003) . For the synthesis, see: Lavandera et al. (1988) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y; z À 1; (ii) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2002) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Significant progress has been achieved by us (Jin et al., 2007) and others (Ma et al., 2003) in this area.
As an extension of our research in bridged imidazole derivatives, here in this paper, we report the structure of the title compound, (I).
The r.m.s. deviations of the two benzimidazole rings are 0.003 Å and 0.007Å. They make dihedral angle of 81.37 (12)°w ith each other, indicating the almost perpendicular arrangement of both rings.
In the crystal, the water molecule and the bis(N-benzimidazolyl)methane molecule are connected together by the O-H···N hydrogen bonds to form a chain.
The starting material bis(N-benzimidazolyl)methane was prepared according to the published procedure (Lavandera et al., 1988) . Crystals of bis(N-benzimidazolyl)methane monohydrate were formed during an experiment to recrystallize the title compound. A solid of bis(N-benzimidazolyl)methane (24.8 mg, 0.10 mmol) in 4 ml of dmf and 1 ml of water was stirred for about 1 h at room temperature to dissolve it, then the solution was filtered into a test tube. The solution was left standing at room temperature for three weaks, colorless block crystals were isolated after slow evaporation of the solution in air at ambient temperature. The crystals were collected and dried in air to give the title compound.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to the O atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, the O-H distance was kept 0.85 Å and refined isotropically. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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